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any thing new or agreeable to you, to defire you to 
excafe the great Hurry in' which it is wrote, and to 
allure von, that I am very Sincerely, 

SIR, 

Tour faithful 
Humble Servant > 

Petrc. 

N. B. Effefts of Lightning, like this, were obferved by Sir John 
Clark. See Philofophhal Tratifacim/s, N° 454. p. 235. 



IX. An Account oj a Meteovfeen at Peckham, 
Dec. 1 1. 1741. hy Tho. Milner, M. 2). 

Re«rfjune 14. Y*\Ecemfor 11. 1741. at Seven ■ Mi- 
, 74 i - JLf nutes paft One in the Afternoon by 

the common Clocks, a Globe of Light, fomewhat 
larger than the horizontal Full Moon, and as bright 
as the Moon appears at any time while the Sun is 
above the Horizon, inftantaneouQy appeared, in a 
blue clear Sky, about the $. S.E. moving towards 
the Eaft with a continual equable Motion, and leaving 
behind it a narrow Streak of Light, whiter than the 
Globe itfelf, throughout its whole Courfe. Towards 
the End it appeared lefs than at the Beginning of its 
Motion ; and within Three, or at mod Four Seconds, 
it fuddenly vanifhed. Its apparent Velocity was nearly 
equal to half the Velocity of thofe ufual Meteors 
commonly called falling or (hooting Stars : This may 
be thought an indeterminate way of expreffing its 
Velocity, as thofe falling Stars vary in the Swiftnefs 
of their Motions ; but if fuch be understood as have 
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a mean Velocity, between the fwiftcft and the flowed, 
it expreffes, in the beft manner I can think of, the 
apparent Velocity of its Motion. 

The narrow luminous Streak remained very diftincT: 
after the Globe was gone; and gave a fair Oppor- 
tunity tor taking the Elevation of this Phenomenon 
above the Horizon, at the Beginning and End of its 
Motion, ire. had there been proper Inftrumcnts 
ready at hand : This not being the Cafe, I guefied the 
Elevation of the Globe, when it firft appeared, was 
near 3 o°* But fome Days after, being exattly in the 
fame Situation as when I faw this Meteor, I took the 
Elevation of a fmall Cloud, which appeared to be in 
the fame Place, with a Quadrant of Two Feet Radius, 
and found it to be but 20°* This luminous Trad, or 
Path, feemed a Right Line, not quite parallel, but a 
little inclined to the Plane of the Horizon, viz. 
higheft towards the Eaft. It was at firft very narrow, 
and pointed at each Extremity ; but foon grew broader, 
and within 20 Minutes after the Appearance, which 
was the laft time I faw any thing of this Affair, it 
appeared exactly like a long bright rare Cloud, dif- 
continued in two Places, above three times its firft 
Breadth, and a little more inclined to, and elevated 
above the Horizon, than it was immediately after 
the Motion of the Globe. 

jun e fo%z. fhomas Milner. 
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